46   TURKEY, GREECE AND THE GREAT POWERS

The Turks who had so lately intoned hymns of praise
to the French saviour of their country, now raged at
his treachery. But what could they do ? Times had
changed since the golden age when they were allowed
to treat the Great Powers of Europe as " little dogs."
They had realized at last that they possessed nothing
of the lion, except his roar. The Ottoman Empire was
at that moment menaced with destruction from without
and disruption from within. One Grand Signor had
just been deposed by the turbulent Janissaries and
another put in his place, only to be replaced by a third
in a few months. Amidst this turmoil arrived the French
mandate: make peace with the Tsar at once, and on the
Tsar's terms, lest worse things befall!

This was the end of the ancient alliance between
Turkey and France. Napoleon in 180^ uprooted the
friendship which Francis had planted in 1536. The
part which France played in the emancipation of Greece

(1827-1830) completed the estrangement.

*           *           *           *           *

Thenceforward France became in Turkish eyes one
of the several vultures which hovered over their
dying Empire, greedily watching for its final gasp.

The portions of the carcass chiefly coveted by France
were Egypt and Syria. This was the real motive of the
French Government's lively interest in the Latin monks
and their machinations at Jerusalem. So far back as
1687 it was believed that the French ambassador had
demanded from the Porte the cession of the Holy Land,
promising that his master would, in return, make war
on the Emperor.1 Some eighty years later the project
of seizing and colonizing Egypt was suggested by M.

1 Nathaniel Harley to Sir Edward Harley, Aleppo, Oct. 29,
1687. Hist. MSS. Comm. Rep. XIII, Pt. ii. 242.